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Greetings CUPE 561 members, 
 

Spring break is upon us! Looking forward to longer days and brighter weather, and hoping most of our members 
will be able to get out and enjoy some family time during the break. It’s been a busy year so far, we are currently 
in the middle of our CUPE elections, which is now being done online through simply voting. As our Returning 
Officer reported at our March meeting , this new election process has been very successful so far. Our first round 
was for Executive positions and we had more than 900 members participate in the vote, which is fantastic! I’d like 
to congratulate Mike Myers for being elected our next President!! I’m very confident Mike will do a great job and 
will work very hard for all CUPE 561 members. The remaining steward and committee positions, as well as the run 
off for Vice President, will be completed by April 24th.  
 
Bargaining- I would like to thank our SD43 members for submitting their bargaining proposals. The bargaining 
committee has begun going through these proposals and will continue to work on putting together a proposal 
package. K-12 Provincial bargaining has not yet begun, but the bargaining team has been putting together their 
proposal package as well, with hopes to begin bargaining with the Government soon.  
 
As I spend my last few weeks in the President’s position, I’d like to thank everyone for their support as well as 
their engagement, and involvement with the Union. When we work together with the same goals of better work-
ing conditions for all of us as a group, we can accomplish much more. Let’s support Mike and the Executive in 
making this happen! 
 
Have a great Spring Break and I wish everyone the very best!!  
 
In Solidarity, 
 
Randy Kootte 
President 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 
Saturday April 12th, 2025—9:00 am 

Riverside Secondary—Cafeteria 
2215 Reeve Street 

Port Coquitlam 
Childminding will be provided. 

CUPE LOCAL 561 EXECUTIVE BOARD  

 President         Randy Kootte  Member At Large  Shamus Halvorsen (SD #43) 
 Vice-President        Mike Myers  Member At Large  Karin Leathwood (SD #43) 
 Recording Secretary      Jill Allen   Member At Large  Donna MacMurchy (Library) 
 Treasurer         Darin Nielsen  Member At Large  Carol Archibald (Transdev) 
 Executive Shop Steward    Jeb Perry   Member At Large  Shayna McCormack (Diversity) 



Q: I have been a caretaker for SD43 for 20 years and am looking to retire soon.  Do I get paid out my  
 unused sick days when I retire? 
 
A: Yes, you would.  As per article 6.14, if your age, plus 10 years equals 60, you are eligible to be paid  
 out up to 80 sick days, as well as one month pay for service recognition. 
 
Q: If I have a family member who has become critically ill in my home Country, is there a leave that I 
 can take to go home and care for them? 
 
A: Yes you can.  Please refer to the Employment Standards Act—Part 6, section 52.11.  This will give you 
 all the information you need including the length of the leave as well as all of the requirements.  
 

Have a question you would like to see in ShopTalk? 
Send it to CUPE561@CUPE561.ca 
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REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS: 
 

If you have not already done so, please send your PERSONAL email  
to the union office to be kept up to date on the latest news and to vote in elections. 

 Email to:  cupe561@cupe561.ca 
If you have provided your email and you are not receiving updates,  

please contact the office. 

The Worker’s Day of Mourning was  
created by CUPE members more 
than 40 years ago to remember 
those who lost their lives on the job 
and to inspire workers to fight to 
prevent further tragedies. 

Reminder to all School District employees, you have  
access to the EFAP program—Homewood Health.  
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SICK AND VISITING & GOOD OF THE UNION 

Fruit Basket   Get Well  Congratulations 

Simon Yan    Jeb Perry   Cheryl Dionisio 
 

Cards of Thanks 

Paul O’Brien 
Simon Yan 

Retirements 

   February     March:    
   Carol Price    Jane Gibbons   
   Sattawaan Krishna  Wing Kay Leung   
        Darlene Parsons 
        Richard Torgeson 
        Laurie Vnuk 

Initiations 
 School District 43 
 Kelly Askari    James Cho    Eun Yong Chung 
 Reyan Comporal   Aldrin Condez   Ricarda Contreas 
 Kathleen Corbeil   Hanna De Ocampo   Maia De Sousa 
 Jesse Dyler    Monireh Fathullahi   Matthew Fielding 
 Behina Ghadjahani   Elsa Hertanto   Young Jun 
 Noreen Kassam   Christina Kenworthy  Ngok Him Lau 
 Shalisha Marks   Niloofar Mostafa Zadeh  Mandana Namadri 
 Gianina Osorio   Min Jung Park   Kayla Peters 
 Dawn Robertson   Hala Sabir    Congyi Shi 
 Nadia Soleimani   Margherita Triantaphylou  Jordan Susara 
 Jillian Wilkinson   Candace Worden   Hee Jung Yang 
 Minhua Zhao 
 

 Transdev 
 Harmohinder Bains  Kylie Bandura   Alexander Blesch 
 Sandra Courtemanche  Mark De Tina   Sean Dredge 
 Drew Gaudry   Gauravjit Gill   Jamie Hamm 
 Jennifer Penner   Praveen Prasad   Donna Ryan 
 Agnes Slabicki   Bernard Trudel   Randy Turchyn 


